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Paramount Properties Mgmt. Group, LLC vs Derrick Jackson
Hearing Before the Honorable Grant Brantley - September 29, 2023

Che Alexander, Clerk
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I NDEX TO EXHI BI TS

(No exhibits were marked.)
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Renot e Hearing before the Honorable Grant Brantl ey
Sept ember 29, 2023

THE COURT: Now, the only thing | show as
open is a notion for reconsideration that was filed this
norning. |Is that right?

MR. PATINO Judge, we're here today -- Juan
Pati no on behal f of Paranount Properties. W're here
today on our notion to hold M. Jackson in contenpt of
court.

THE COURT: To what ?

MR. PATINO To hold M. Jackson in contenpt
of court. This was supposed to be heard three weeks
ago, but opposing counsel raised the notice issue. This
Court subsequently rescheduled it to today, giving them
anple tinme and notice to prepare for the hearing.

THE COURT: Well, that's unusual on ny part.

| normally don't schedule a contenpt hearing on Zoom

because it limts ny tools, but I'll hear it.

MR. MCMASTER:  Your Honor, there is one
other notion still pending, and that's the application
for a pretrial hearing. It was coupled wth the notion

to join indispensable parties, which | withdrew. And
you may or may not recall, but at the |last hearing we
tal ked about it and we were trying to get a date

schedul ed for that pretrial hearing. | don't recall the
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reason, but --

THE COURT: \What was -- what do you perceive
a pretrial hearing to be? What is done at a pretrial
hearing? Are you tal king about -- you tal king about a
pretrial conference to set up a -- just exactly what are
you tal ki ng about ?

MR. MCMASTER: So the -- it is application
for a prelimnary hearing and it is under -- it is by
statute under OC.GA 9 --

THE COURT: That's not what |'m asking you.
What is it you' re gonna do there?

MR. MCVMASTER: Address all defenses under
9-11-12 that are pending dispositive argunents --
essential ly defenses.

MR. PATINO  Your Honor, | will note to the
Court we've already had one pretrial hearing we actually
had in Cctober before all these flurry notions were
filed. Judge Leftridge there denied a continuance,
denied the notion to join indispensable parties, things
of that effect. There -- there is no record -- a fornal
order was not entered, but there is a record on the case
that we already had pretrial conference for this case.

There's a pretrial order -- we were supposed
to -- we were |less than 18 hours away fromthe start of

trial when M. Jackson decided to file for bankruptcy
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| ast October. | don't know what we're doi ng anynore
here with regards to why we need another hearing --
THE COURT: Let's just go ahead and hear the

contenpt, and then | -- |I'll work on the pretrial
hearing and I1'Il deal with it and all the | awers at
that tine.

MR. PATINO Yes, Your Honor. Judge, we're
here today on Plaintiff's notion to hold M. Jackson in
contenpt of court.

On Decenber 21st, 2022 Judge Leftridge
entered in an order granting the wit of possession and
ordering M. Jackson to renit paynent of $30, 000, which
represented paynent for Novenber and Decenber of 2022,
by Decenber 31st, 2022. M. Jackson was already |ate.
He was al ready under court order to nmake said paynents
and chose not to do it.

Your Honor, the -- we subsequently --

THE COURT: That paynent to be nade to whon?

MR. PATINO Into the registry of the court,
Judge.

THE COURT: Al right, got it. That's what
| thought but wanted to hear you say it.

MR. PATINO Yes, Your Honor. Wen that
paynent wasn't made, we filed a cross notion to hold

M. Jackson in contenpt of court. This was filed | ast
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January -- January of '23. Due to everything that's
goi ng on, Judge, we didn't get a hearing on this until
today -- 10 nonths after this Court entered an order
directing M. Jackson to nake the paynents. It has been
10 nonths and he has yet to do so.

Your Honor, when defense objected to it,

t hey objected on the grounds that it was a
(unintelligible) order. Wll, Judge, we've had a nption
to vacate that order. That notion to vacate was deni ed.
W have a valid court order fromJudge Leftridge that
still stands today -- vis-a-vis, M. Jackson was
required to remt paynent by Decenber 31st, 2022. MW --

THE COURT: Hold on. Wen was that order
entered? |'ve got -- |'ve got a |aptop here and |'ve
got the electronic file in front of ne.

MR. PATINO That order, Judge, was entered
Decenber 21st, 2022 and it --

THE COURT: Don't -- don't tell me anything
el se. You've confused nme with what | already know. |
want to try to locate that. Decenber 217

MR. PATINO It would have been around t hat
time. Yes, Judge. |It's the order granting the wit of
possession and directing himto nmake paynents.

THE COURT: | want to find the order you

tell me he's in contenpt of and I'll look at it. Now I

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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got it.

Didn't you present me with an order to
rel ease those funds?

MR. PATINO So Your Honor, that was a
notion to anend (unintelligible) to release the funds
that were there, but he was still ordered to nmake the
paynents. He's just never nmde those | ast two paynents.

So yes, you did sign an order that carried
simlar | anguage and rei nforced what was entered | ast
Decenber, but they're choosing not to do so.

THE COURT: So are you tal king about that
post order that says, it is per the order that Defendant
is required to pay $30,000 into the registry of the
court by Decenber 31, 20227

MR PATI NO  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ckay. Al right. And he didn't
do it?

MR. PATINO No, Judge.

THE COURT: Wiy don't | hear fromthe other
si de?

MR. PATINO Wat was that, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Wy don't | hear fromthe other
side? You've laid out a prima facia case, haven't you?

MR. PATINO | believe | have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ckay. Wat will you be --
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before we hear fromthe other side, what will you be
asking the Court to do other than hold himin contenpt?

MR. PATINO Well, Your Honor, we're seeking
civil contenpt, so in -- in essence, force himto conply
with --

THE COURT: Just tell ne what you want ne to
put in an order.

MR. PATINO  Yes, Your Honor. W are
seeking an order that if M. Jackson does not pay then
he does go to jail for not paying.

THE COURT: So you want -- that's what I'm
trying to find out. You want ne to put himin jail
until paying $30,000 into the registry of the court; is
that what you're telling ne?

MR. PATINO Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Okay. Al right. Let ne hear
fromthe other side.

MR. MCMASTER: Ckay. Your Honor, 1'Ill go
ahead and reassert w thout waiver our initial response
filed wth the Court. | won't read it to you.

"1l provide a couple initial objections.

We object to any case law that the Court does not verify
says what the other party says, and we object to
attorney's statenents being considered as evidence. The

record has the evidence, not the attorney's statenents.
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THE COURT: Well, | agree with that.

MR. MCMASTER: Ckay. Moving on, the -- our
position is that the $30,000 was in the registry of the
court, and the record reflects that.

The Court did not have any authority to
order 30K by Decenber 31 but for by statute -- and the
statutes are OC. G A 44-7-54 and OC. G A 44-7-56. The
consent order does not outline the anobunt of noney that
had to be in by Decenber 31st -- that was the Court's
own cal culation -- and it's -- our position is that he
was wel |l over paid by that point.

And the Court's order on page 2 -- the
Decenber 21st, 2022 order says the rel ease of the funds
of $115,264.52 or all sums. Court did not take any --
make any cal cul ati on or any conclusion as to how nuch
was actually in there. So had there been half a mllion
in there, the order would read the sane. So the $30, 000
was never considered, and our position is the $30, 000
was al ready in there.

Now t he record --

THE COURT: Already in there when?

MR. MCMASTER: As of Decenber -- as of
Decenber 31st, 2022.

THE COURT: So you're saying that he
conplied with the Court's order?

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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MR. MCMASTER: Well -- our positionis --

THE COURT: | didn't --

MR. MCMASTER: -- the Court's order wasn't
clear and |I' m being generous there. Yes.

THE COURT: You're saying that he conplied
with the court order?

MR. MCMASTER: Well, the --

THE COURT: That doesn't make any --

(Si nmul taneous crosstalk.)

MR. MCMASTER: -- the order --

THE COURT: You're not going to answer ny
guestion, that's fine. | knowwhat | -- | know what |
shoul d do in that regard.

MR. MCMASTER: Wl |, Your Honor the point is
this --

THE COURT: (Unintelligible.)

MR. MCMASTER: -- the court order was not
cl ear on how nuch needed to be in the registry by
Decenber 30th, 2022. It wasn't clear. It -- it put

some broad statenment "or all suns"” in its cal cul ation.
So the Court needs to tell us how it

concl uded that $220, 264.52 had to be deposited by

Derrick Jackson by Decenber 31st, 2022. The Court has

not told us howit canme to that calculation. It has

t hese anbi guous terns, and so it's not clear how nmuch
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needed to be in there by Decenber 31st, 2022.

So if the Court can tell us how nuch Derrick
Jackson had to deposit by Decenber 31st, 2022, we're
happy to do it.

The Court has not done that. It did this
broad $152, 264. 52, which is not divisible by 15,000 by
any neans -- and it has an order that basically says the

world is flat. So if the Court can tell us how nmuch he
had to put in total by Decenber 31lst --

THE COURT: M. MMaster, |'mnot going to
be cross-exanm ned. Gkay? Do you have anything el se
rel evant to the issue?

MR. MCMASTER: Yes, Your Honor. So the --
well, | need to understand if -- if this is a final
hearing. |If it's not, there is alis pendens on this
case. The other party has shown concern about that in
t he ot her case --

THE COURT: |'mnot dealing with that. 1'm
dealing with the issue of contenpt, dealing with the
| ssue of whether or not between Decenber 21 when judge
si gned her order and Decenber 31, 2022 he paid in to the
registry the sum of $30, 000.

MR. MCMASTER: He had paid by that date
$190, 264.52. That's how nuch he had paid in to the
registry by that date.

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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THE COURT: O course, that doesn't neet ny
question, but that's all right. You choose not to -- to
play word ganmes. Anything else out of you? That's
rel evant ?

MR. PATINO No, Your Honor. This Court's
al ready addressed this --

THE COURT: No, no. I'mtalking to
M. MMaster.

MR. MCMASTER:  No, Your Honor. Just, we
need that --

THE COURT: Al right. The answer is no.

Al right. M. MMaster nmade a great point,
and | agree with him You cannot testify. Wat is your
evidence that it has not been paid?

MR. PATINO  Your Honor, correct, | cannot
testify. That's -- the records of the registry of court
of Fulton County reflect they have not been paid.

THE COURT: Have you produced those records
to me?

MR. PATINO |'m happy to produce themto
the Court, Your Honor, or this Court -- and not telling
the Court what they can and can't do, Judge --

M. MMaster can answer the question right now. Can he
produce the --

THE COURT: Are you calling himfor

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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Cross-exam nation?

MR. PATING  Your Honor, if | could
cross-exam ne M. Jackson right here, |'m happy to do
so.

THE COURT: I'mnot -- I'mnot -- what's

wong with you, guys? Listen to ny question and answer

t he questi on.

| just asked you, did you want to call him

nmeani ng M. Jackson, for cross-exam nation?

MR PATI NG Yes, Your Honor. | think that

woul d - -

THE COURT: Okay. Yes? |Is he on the |line?

| see somneone.
THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.
THE COURT: Raise your right hand pl ease,

(Derrick Jackson was placed under oath.)

THE COURT: Please give your attention to
the |l awyer that has brought the case against you. He
wants to exam ne you. You may proceed.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR PATI NO
Q Good afternoon, M. Jackson. Juan Patino on

behal f of the plaintiffs. How are you today?

A I'mgreat.

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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Q M. Jackson, are you aware that the Court entered
an order on Decenber 21st, 2022 directing you to remt
30,000 into the registry of the court?

A. | talked to ny attorney about it.
THE COURT: |Is that a yes or a no, sir?
A. | wasn't given any order, but |I talked to ny

attorney about it though.
THE COURT: Did you know that the order was
| ssued; yes or no?
THE DEFENDANT: No, | don't.
THE COURT: Al right.
Q (By M. Patino) M. Jackson, from Decenber 21st,
2021 have you deposited any noney in to the registry of

the court?

A. For the whole year of --
Q No, sir.

A -- 191, 000, yes.

Q

M. Jackson --

THE COURT: He asked you, sir, if you
deposited any nonies in the court since Decenber 21,
2022 and that's the issue. Have you or have you not?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.
Q M. Jackson, what date was the --
THE COURT: Anything el se?
MR. PATINO No, Judge.

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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THE COURT: He just said no, he didn't.

MR. PATINO No Judge. No further
guesti ons.

THE COURT: Anything else fromyou,

M. MMaster?

MR. MCMASTER: No, Your Honor, just the
pendi ng application for hearing.

THE COURT: |I'msorry? | didn't understand
you.

MR. MCMASTER: Not on this notion. Just the
pendi ng application for a hearing, not to repeat nyself.
Sorry.

THE COURT: Al right. Then I'mready to
rule. Y all ready?

MR PATI NO  Yes, Your Honor.

MR. MCMASTER:  Yes.

THE COURT: Got to pull that order back up.

Al right. | find that on Decenber 21, 2022
Judge Leftridge ordered the defendant as followed: "It
I's further ordered that Defendant is required to pay
$30,000 in to the registry of the court by Decenber 31,
2022. "

The defendant hinself has said he did not do
that. | therefore hold himin contenpt -- willful

contenpt and order himincarcerated until he pays it.

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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He has until -- how quickly can you get ne
the order? Can you have the order to ne on Monday?

MR. PATINO  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: |'ll be in courtroom8J at 9:00
o' clock. Be there so you don't interrupt what else |I'm
doing. And he has until 5:00 o'clock that day to
surrender or thereafter the sheriff will be directed to
arrest him Prepare ne such an order.

MR. PATINO So 5:00 p.m cl ose of business
on Monday, Judge?

THE COURT: Yes.

Are you famliar with the Floyd versus Fl oyd
case?

MR PATINO | will beconme famliar with it,
Judge.

THE COURT: | may have the cite right here
I f you just bear with nme a nonent. 247 Ga. 551. The
| anguage in quotation is the kind of |anguage | want you
to use in this case.

So if he pays in to the registry $30,000
before 5:00 p.m on Mnday, he will not have to
surrender, and he will not be held. That gives himtill
then to pay it.

The only -- | want you to just use that

| anguage. The only additional |anguage woul d be that

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
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any suns of noney up to $30,000 that were paid in to the
Court should be paid out as per the previous order --
and identify it and be sure that it's attached to this
one so the sheriffs wll have it.

MR. PATINO Understood, Judge. You'll have
t hat order Monday norning.

THE COURT: Al right. Now, as | understand
it, M. MMster wants a pretrial hearing. | wll try
to find the tinme to schedule one for himand get it
done. | do not know that time right now, but I'Il | ook
for it and find it.

So that's all that anybody was noticed for
for today, correct?

MR. MCMASTER:  Yes, Your Honor.

MR. PATINO Yes, Judge.

| do have a question as to regard to the
pretrial hearing. There are pretrial notions in |imne
that are -- | don't knowif that's going to be addressed
the day of trial or if you want to deal with those --

THE COURT: Well, my order -- 1'll send you
an order and it will sinply say that all nonjury matters
ripe for hearing will be heard on a given day. That
wi |l nmean everything that's pending and ripe for
hearing. You got it?

MR. PATINO Thank you, Judge.
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THE CLERK: Judge, if | may for one m nute?

THE COURT: Yes.

THE CLERK: ORCA was assigned for seven

notions before you, so | would have to take that up --

guess I'll have to take that up with ny superiors

concerning anything with a pretrial.

THE COURT: | understand -- | can -- that's
why |''m not giving any dates.

THE CLERK: G eat.

THE COURT: | have sone coordi nation that

has to take place.

THE CLERK: Ckay. Geat, Judge.
THE COURT: Ckay. That conpletes the

hearing for today. Everyone have an awesone weekend.

MR. PATINO Thank you.

(The hearing was concl uded at

1:52 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF GEORG A)
COUNTY OF FULTON)

| hereby certify that the foregoing transcript
was reported, as stated in the caption, and reduced to
typewiting under my direction; that the foregoing pages
represent a true, conplete and correct transcript, and |
further certify that I amnot of kin or counsel to the
parties in the case; amnot in the enploy of counsel for
any of said parties; nor aml in any way interested in

the result of said case.

Dana New, CCR-5825-5963-4974-3104
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DI SCLOSURE OF NO CONTRACT

I, Dana New, do hereby disclose pursuant to Article
10. B of the Rul es and Regul ati ons of the Board
of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of CGeorgia
t hat WBG Reporting, LLC was contacted by the party
t aki ng the deposition to provide court reporting
services for this deposition and there is no contract
that is prohibited by OC G A 15-14-37(a) and (b) or
Article 7.C of the Rules and Regul ati ons of the Board
for the taking of this deposition.

There is no contract to provide court reporting
servi ces between W5G Reporting, LLC or any person with
whom WG Reporting, LLC has a principal and agency
rel ati onship nor any attorney at law in this action,
party to this action, party having a financial interest
in this action, or agent for an attorney at law in this
action, party to this action, or party having a
financial interest in this action. Any and al |
fi nanci al arrangenents beyond our usual and customary
rates have been disclosed and offered to all parti es.

Dana New, CCR-5825-5963-4974-3104
W5EG Reporting, LLC
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FI RM DI SCLOSURE

Pursuant to Article 10B of the Rul es and Regul ati ons of
t he Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of
CGeorgia, | make the foll ow ng discl osures:

WEG Reporting, LLCis not disqualified for a
rel ati onship of interest under the provisions of
OC GA Section 9-11-28(c)

WEG Reporting, LLC will not be taking this deposition
under any contract that is prohibited by O C G A
Section 15-14-37(a) and (b)

WSEG Reporting LLC has no exclusive contract to provide
reporting services with any party to the case, any
counsel in the case, or any reporter or reporting agency
fromwhoma referral m ght have been nade to cover this
deposi ti on.

WEG Reporting, LLC will charge its usual and customary
rate to all parties in the case and a financial discount
will not be given to any party to this litigation.

Dat e: Cct ober 16, 2023

WSy —

VHI TNEY S. NES CCR
WEG REPORTI NG

WSG Reporting, LLC - (678) 770-3151
www.wsgreporting.com
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