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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF FULTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

DERRICK JACKSON, ) 

) 

Petitioner, ) CASE NO.  

) 

v. ) 2023CV377914 

) 

HONORABLE MELYNEE LEFTRIDGE, ) 

HONORABLE EMILY RICHARDSON, ) 

HONORABLE SHUKURA INGRAM, ) 

HONORABLE RACHEL KRAUSE,  and ) 

FULTON COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT BENCH ) 

ATLANTA CIRCUIT, ) 

) 

Respondents. ) 

RULE 25.2 ATTORNEY’S AFFIDAVIT

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned officer duly authorized to administer 

oaths, Matthew D. McMaster, Esq., Attorney for Petitioner in the above-styled action, who after 

having been sworn deposes and states as follows: 

1. 

My name is Matthew D. McMaster and I am a citizen of the United States and a resident 

of Georgia. I am over the age of eighteen (18) years of age and I am competent to testify to the 

facts in this affidavit. I am doing so freely and voluntarily and in the absence of any duress or legal 

impediment. 

2. 

I am filing this affidavit pursuant to Rule 25.2 in support of the Motion for Recusal filed 

on Petitioner’s behalf in the above-styled action. I believe the facts set out herein show bias and 

prejudice exist and further support additional grounds for recusal of the Honorable Adele Grubbs. 

3. 

In 2021, I advised Troy and Tatyana Ellis in matters related to their petition for mandamus 

against Judge Adele Grubbs in Cobb County Superior Court, Case No. 21-1-06837. Troy Ellis has 

informed me that Judge Grubbs was made aware of this by and through discovery documents. 

Fulton County Superior Court
   ***EFILED***MH

Date: 4/26/2023 11:35 PM
Cathelene Robinson, Clerk



Page 2 of 4 

4. 

On March 29, 2023, I emailed the Fulton County court staff asking whether Judge 

Richardson intended to recuse herself from this action. Later that evening, Denise A. Melville-

Blackman, Esq. emailed me back stating that “Judge Grubbs will be hearing some of the Motions.” 

The case number referenced in the subject line of Ms. Melville-Blackman’s email was Case No. 

2023CV377914, which was confusing to me as there were no motions pending in this action at 

that time. Believing that she was referring to this action, I asked Ms. Melville-Blackman whether 

the Attorney General would be representing the judges in this matter. Ms. Melville-Blackman did 

not respond. A true and correct copy of that email is attached hereto as Exhibit A. On April 4, 

2023, I was served a notice of the April 12, 2023 hearing in Case No. 2023CV375542 stating that 

Senior Judge, Adele Grubbs would be presiding. A true and correct copy of that notice is attached 

hereto as Exhibit B. On April 10, 2023, I received an Order from the Odyssey E-File system signed 

by the Honorable Ural Glanville dismissing two counts of the mandamus petition and transferring 

the other counts to the Honorable D. Scott Smith. That Order is available on the record and does 

not say anything about Judge Grubbs presiding in this action. 

5. 

On April 12, 2023, the Court held a hearing in Case No. 2023CV375542, denied the 

opposing party’s motion and subsequently ruled that a special master would be appointed. On 

April 18, 2023, Judge Grubbs emailed me at 9:52 AM stating that she had filed an order appointing 

a special master in Case No. 2023CV375542, but she did not attach the order in her email. I was 

informed by a friend that Judge Grubbs was seen later that day meeting with Judge Robert E. 

Flournoy III at Thaicoon & Sushi Bar by Marietta Square around lunchtime. I have been publicly 

critical of Judge Flournoy for many reasons, one being the potential procedural flaw in his 

appointment as a Senior Judge. Judge Grubbs also appears to have the same procedural flaw in her 

Senior Judge application process. At 4:32 PM, I was E-served Judge Grubbs’ appointment of a 

special master, naming Barry L. Zimmerman as special master. A true and correct copy of that 

order is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

6. 

According to Mr. Zimmerman’s website  

(located at https://zimmermanatlantalaw.com/our-team/barry/), Mr. Zimmerman “has 
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established close and personal relationships with other Judges and Prosecutors, as well as, other 

Attorneys that appeared before him in court.” According to an article on the internet (located at 

https://www.ajc.com/neighborhoods/north-fulton/former-alpharetta-judge-was-personal-

attorney-for-city-prosecutor/QIU2EWWPXNFELMVGU6ICOX4KKE/), the Judicial 

Qualifications Commission found “reasonable cause” that Zimmerman “violated the code of 

judicial conduct.” The article further states that while Zimmerman was acting as the Alpharetta 

Municipal Court Judge, he “presided over thousands of cases argued by a solicitor who had hired 

him to be her private attorney” and “[t]he JQC resolved its investigation against Zimmerman in 

June when he decided to step down from the bench. He agreed not to accept any elected or 

appointed judicial office in the future ‘in lieu of formal charges,’ the JQC report states. The report 

said the agreement is ‘a fair disposition of the matter and is in the interests of justice.’” A true and 

correct copy of that article is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

7. 

I was informed on April 19, 2023 by a friend, Rebecca McLaws, that sometime between 

3:30 PM and 4:00 PM on April 18, 2023, the Honorable J. Stephen Schuster in Cobb County stated 

at a hearing in a different case in Cobb County Superior Court that Judge Grubbs had “tangled it 

up” with me in Fulton County. Judge Schuster’s comments were made before I was ever served 

the order appointing Barry L. Zimmerman as special master. A true and correct copy of Ms. 

McLaws’ affidavit regarding Judge Schuster’s comments in that case is attached hereto as Exhibit

E. 

8. 

On April 21, 2023, I filed a request for a Certificate for Immediate Review of Judge 

Grubbs’ order appointing a special master. Judge Grubbs denied that request on April 24, 2023 in 

an order through email. I have not been served a copy of the file-stamped order denying that 

request. A true and correct copy of the emailed order is attached hereto as Exhibit F. 



9. 

Personally appeared before me the undersigned Affiant who on oath states that the facts 

set forth in the forgoing affidavit are true and correct based on his personal knowledge. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 

MATTHEW D. MCMASTER, LLC 
12 Powder Springs St. 
Suite 250 
Marietta, GA 30064 
Phone: (800) 890-3981 

Fax: {800) 890-3981 

mdmcmaster@mcmasterlegal.com 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF FULTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

 

DERRICK JACKSON,                                   ) 

                                                                           ) 

   Plaintiff,     ) 

                                                                           ) CIVIL ACTION FILE 

v.         ) NO. 2023CV375542 

         ) 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,    ) 

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,                 ) 

ARTHUR M. MCCRACKEN,     ) 

JULIE L. MCCRACKEN,      ) 

ALL THE WORLD,       ) 

         ) 

   Defendants. 

 

ORDER OF APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER 

The above-captioned case is presently before the Court on the Petitioner's motion to 

appoint special master. Having considered the instant request and record, the Court finds that the 

interests of the Parties and the orderly management of the Court's business would be served by 

appointing a Special Master in the above-captioned case. Accordingly, the Court HEREBY 

APPOINTS, subject to the terms and conditions set forth, Mr. Barry L. Zimmerman as the 

Special Master in the above-captioned case. The contact information for the Special Master is as 

follows: Mr. Barry L. Zimmerman, email: blz@zimmermanattys.com, 6376 Spalding Drive, 

Norcross, Georgia, 30092, phone: (770) 350-0100. 

I. SCOPE 

Said appointment is made pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 23-3-63 and Georgia Uniform Superior 

Court Rule 46(A)(1)(e) for the purpose of an investigation and report to the Court as to whether 

the Petitioner has any interest whatsoever in the property located at 955 Tiverton Lane, 

Alpharetta, GA 30022.  
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II. DUTIES 

The Special Master is hereby directed to proceed, with all reasonable diligence, to address the 

issue directed in paragraph I. Said report shall be furnished to the Court within 120 days. 

B. Conflict Resolution 

The Special Master shall have the authority to receive testimony under oath before a court 

reporter and to preside over the reception of evidence into the record.  

C. Settlement 

If requested, the Special Master may serve as a mediator to facilitate settlement of the 

above-captioned case. 

D. Sanctions 

The Special Master may impose sanctions upon any party for failure to comply with this 

order. 

E. Report and Recommendation 

Pursuant to Uniform Superior Court Rule 46, the Special Master shall consider the 

pleadings, review the evidence, and if appropriate, take evidence and hear oral argument regarding 

the issue directed. Upon completing such review and consideration, the Special Master shall report 

the findings to the Court. Contemporaneously, the Special Master shall serve a copy of the Report 

upon the Parties. 

III. CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES 

The Parties are instructed to cooperate with the Special Master in all respects, including, but 

not limited to, making available to the Special Master any facilities, files, documents, or other 

materials the Special Master may request to fulfill the Special Master's duties. The Parties are not 

permitted to engage in ex parte communication with the Special Master or the Special Master's 
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staff, except as would be permitted with the Court. The Special Master may have ex parte 

communications with the Court to the extent the Court deems appropriate. 

IV. COMPENSATION OF THE SPECIAL MASTER 

The Parties shall bear the cost of the Special Master on the following terms and conditions: 

The Special Master would charge an hourly rate of $419.00 and would keep an account of all hours 

by tenths of an hour, and any expenses incurred by the Special Master in the performance of the 

Special Master's duties. Provided that such attorneys/individuals do not bill at more than their 

standard hourly rate and that their rate is lower than the Special Master's rate, the Special Master 

may obtain assistance from other attorneys/individuals. In this regard, the  Special Master  

will issue an invoice describing the work performed and the hours attributable to the work 

performed, plus the expenses incurred by item, to the Petitioner monthly. Petitioner has agreed to 

pay the Special Master. 

 

V. MISCELLANEOUS 

The Special Master is instructed to maintain all pleadings and correspondence submitted by 

the Parties and to forward the entirety of such documents and records to the Court with his Final 

Report. Finally, by accepting this appointment, the Special Master represents to the Court that 

there are no matters within the scope of the appointment for which the Special Master could or 

should be disqualified, and that the Special Master accepts the terms and conditions of the 

appointment. This Order shall be effective upon the submission by the Special Master of the 

affidavit required under Uniform Superior Court Rule 46. 

 

 

(Signature follows on next page) 
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IT SO ORDERED. 

 

 

This the 17th day of April, 2023. 

       

_________________________________ 

       HONORABLE ADELE GRUBBS 

       SENIOR JUDGE 

       FULTON COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
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